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Name Gon, afcribéd to ‘him ‘above 4100. Times ¢ ‘all, the 


that is-to fay, the Sun, Moon, and Planets,: the Starry: Heavens,” 


Becks pa each Head. . 


SERMON, 


'Wame Jehoyah, dferibed to him above 178 Times in Scripture, 


Divine’ Perfeétions, ‘aferibed to him in. as full a Senfe as to. 
“1G op the’Pyther, the Divine "Werks of Creation, Providence, 

Redeiptions tion; the Refarreation of the Dead; 
Eternal Judginents with above of ‘Divine 


and gracious Operatiohs of the Holy Spirit at sie demonstrated 
from all the Parts of “the facred 


“and the Wonders of Space—the Air Conterts—the, 
and Seas—the and Animals—the Stra@ure of) 
the’ Human "Bod y—and the wonderful Paffichs, 


Providence ; or a Demonttration that. all. Things in Heaven, 
‘Earth, and’ Hell, thulf néeds work for thie Good of every ; Perfon 
‘who fears and loves Gop the: References 
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‘BXPERIMENTAL PROBA AGENTS¢ 
preached at a Mectine of Minifters at Ketteringe 
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Reprefenting 


—ufually denominated Ba T1 STS, af- 


fembling for Divine | 

Ae Cambridge; 8 Hempitead, Herts ; 
Cheneys, Bucks; Hitchin, Herts; 
Chefham, Bucks; § Over, Camb; 
~Colnbrook, Bucks; § Tring, Herts; 
‘Hertford; Woodrow, Bucks: 

“This is writle 
great Refped 


Robert Robinfon, 
Hugh Giles, 


| a ames Sleap, 


Robert Bafkerville” 


| 


John Liddon 

John Geard ; 
Henry Blaine, 

Richard Morris. 

Minifters, 


James 
Wm. Harris, 
Wm. Auftin; | 


Wm, Wild, 
Wm. Rackftraw, 

Geo. Mountiferd ; 
James Field, | 
J ames Harris 


John Cutler, 


‘and Melfengers,. 


the 
Affociation.— 


‘Churches 


sons 
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-aword of and advice, 

the 

‘in this annual affociation. In the prefent ftate of 
imperfecti 
we have will be mixed: and that there will be fome 


tion is an object of hope. 
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drefs you in a circular letter ;: and togive you — 
agreeable to 


the churches conneéted 


neral {tate o 


‘the account 


ion, we tuft always ex 


_reafon for forrow as well as j 


joy. A ace of perfec: 


We venture to affirm, that out churches are the 
ett conftituted religious focieties in the whole world, 
They have to do with nothing but religion. They 
are formed upon the wife and liberal plan of Jefus 
Chrift; who came to redeem his from flavery 
to Satan, their own paffions, and the tyranny of men. 
‘Hence his command, Call no man your father upon 


the earth, for one is your father, whois in beaven. — 


be ye mers, for one is your 
are fometimes fubj 
give them ‘time they will recover 
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bey to disorders; but the prin- 
on which they are conftituted, operate, they 
off their — and health and 
in. 
thank God our principles are better under. 
ey ‘were, and our focieties in general 
flourifh, not ony! in this but in other 
of the world. 
would be eafy to account forthe various 
pleafing things, which fometimes happen, and inter- 
-ruptour peace, When we confider theftate of hu- 
man nature, we fhall have reafon to wonder they are 
upon the whole, fo few,.and in many. inftances, fo 
trifling as they we might derive ap 
infavaur of the trutho that 
ey are of God, 
Who, that. confiders the diffcrenns tempers, 
nefies, former prejudices of the members-of our fo- 
cieties. (which gre all voluntary.ones) but muft 


wonder fubfift fo. peaceably,, that interruptions 
are fo feldom, and that liberty.and Jove.in general: 
reign? Thefe ate. bonds more ftrong. and. glorious 


than forced uniformity, temporal 
-{ubmiffion or flavith fear. 


‘Two reafons engage us to addrefs_ yQu on this 
fubjeGt, at thistime. When differences arife between 
perions profeffing, or any of them act in- 
confiftently with. the character they fuftain, fome 
are are ftumbled, others who are wicked 
triumph. ‘The weak, not confidering that men, 
who are good upon the whole, may fometimes “a 0- 
vertaken, that bad men always have mixed with the 
good, that there. was a Judas, among the Difciples 

of teaches us to expect 


cafes, 
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| who are enemies to the Gofpel, take advantage 


lice and:ignorance. 
hen to caution you, ‘againk 


of priv 


Lt 
{ 
} 


not confidering thefe thingsiare hurt. . The’ wicked, 
of the: 


failings of fome of its profeffors, and conclude there) 


is nothing)in Chriftianity itfelf. Before fuch triumph 
_ they fhould prove, That thereare none living under 
the influence of its truths, or rather, thatit is defec-: 
irfelf, ands in the conduét:of its) 
pe pro feffors naturally arife from Chriftian Principles. 
thi 


s be not done, is proved buttheir ma~ 


i 


‘pibekens and to exhort you to hold faftthe profeffion 
of your faith without wavering. “You eafily fee how, 
many exhortations we might fubjoin, We might 


exhort you to hold faft the doctrines, and duties of 


religion, which you hold in common with other 


Chriftians. Thefe we waive, becaufe they are con- 
taughtinall your churches. 4 
You are Proteftant Diffenters holding the aie 


as judgment, the fufficiency of Scripture; 
minion of Chrift over confcience, and uni- 


the fole 


verfaltoleration, Thefe we we exhort 


you to hold fait. of 
I. They are found principles. Excousie them by 


the: Scri org lian: nature of God—the nature of 
he more they. ate examined the more: juft 


will appear. In every acceptable act. of 


fhip, there muft be reverence for the object, 


obedience to his revealed will, and inclination inthe 
performer. Can fuch worthip be 
your principles are not admitted? — 

Il. They. are plain principles, They 
themfelves ta 


icience. Papifts, when into parties, act 
on 
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) every man’s underftanding and cong 
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on them. when do the 
fame. All claim the right for themfelves, though - 
they deny it to others... The Scriptures fay, Every 
one of us muft give an account of bimfelf to God. 
Tt herefore every one ought to judge for himfelé. fi ai 
They «are: #deral principles, You in this 
refpedt dounto others, as you would. they fhould 
our principles expofe t to 
view, make he fol actor of: 
in matters of religion, put all wpone level in things 
‘to conicience, give every capacity full 
berty to. expand jitfelf, provide:for the 
deftroy human authority i in. worfhip,. the idol uni-— 
_ formity, the monfler perfecution, and all thofe bad 
difpofitions and principles which seer have 
ae ay the earth with tears and blood. 
IV. They are benouradle principles. 
vance the human mind to its true ‘digeity.: They | 
are honoured with the moft illuftrious names, who 
ated on them; Patriarchs, Prophets; Apof- 
gles, reformers, with Jefus Chrift the of our 
 geligion, are among the number, Thefe 
we exhort you to bold faff without wavering. 
1. Yourfeives. They may coft you the honours of 
this werld; but in conncéction with thedoétrines and 
duties of Chriftianity, they will end in heavenly 
“honours. general, Chriftianity is advantageous 
im this world, it teaches to avoid vice, to pradctife 
virtue, frugality, induftry, é&c. It is true, your 
‘profefiion is attended with fome expences. But thefe 
are a mere trifie when compared with the charge 
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cannot flourith, 


noble difpofition, 


them by your your prayers, 


"your prefence in all the ftated affemblies of the 


church; efpecially church and prayer meetings. 
Thefe are the life of a without which it 


3. Spread them among the rift generation. 
They will deftrey popery, and bring on the kingdom 


of Chrift. Above all adorn them by your lives, © 


Avoid every thing that has the appearance of evil. 


example. Hold faft, and you fhall receive a crown 
of life. ‘To Chrift alone be fole dominion over con- 


fcience!_ Amen and Amen, 


Signed by order of 
all the Aflembly by - JOHN LIDDON. 
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—Deteft every ching. mean. Cherifh every generous 
Make the Son of God your > 
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‘Tring, Herts, June 5th, 17816 
DAY evening go'’clock. Minifters, meflengers, members of | 


the aflociated, and other churches met. Mr, Pilley of Luton 
began in prayer. Mr. Giles chofen Modeator. Mr. Batker- 


villé Secretary, Cafe of Woodrow church, referred to us by 


the board of minifters in London, confidered. Appointed Mr, 


Robittfon to fettle it by conference, or letter of advice. Secre- — 

tary read the letters. General ftate of the churches difcufied. — 

Mr. Liddon, Sag of the church at Hempftead, was defired to 
ul : 


write the circ 


difmiffed the aflembly. 


ar letter. Moderator concluded in prayer, and 


| 
NESDAY morning 7 The fame aflembly met again. 


Sung the 8th hymn, 2d book. Mr. Dunfcombe of Coate, Ox- 
on, prayed. Complaint being made by the church at Coln- 


brook of the profanation of the Lord’s day, Mr. Robinfcn was | 
defired to draw up and publifh a {mall plain addrefs on the fub-_ 
_ jet, in order to guard our churches againft the abufe, Mr. 

Liddon read his plan of a circular letter, which was unanimoufly 


approved. Swng the 138th hymn 2d book, Mr. Blaine con- 


cluded in prayer. 


Half paft 10 o'clock, Publick worthip begun by the Moderator, 


— mow already is it in the world, Mr. Liddon prayed. Sungthe 


in finging 132 pfalm. Mr. Smith, affiftantto Dr. Gifford, 
prayed. Sung 133 pfalm. Mr. Robinfon opened the nature 


of thefe annual meetings by a fhort difcourfe on primitive aflo- _ 


ciations, and the charaéters of meflengers, referring chiefly to 
2 Cor. vii. 43. Our brethren are meffengers of the churches, 


and the glory of Chrift, that is of Chrifiianity. Mr. Geard 


preached on the nature, rife, and progrefs of popery from x 


John, iv. 3. Ewery /pirit, that confefeth not that FefusChrift 
is come in the flefo, 1s not of God: and this is that fpirit of An-— 


tichrift, whereof ye have heard that it foould come, and even 


59th hymn of the firft book. Mr, Robinfon preached on the 
ruin of popery from 2 Theil, ii. 8.. Whom the Lord fball con- 


fume with the {pirit of bis mouth, and deftroy with the 
brightne/s of bis coming. Sung the 56th hymn of the firlt book. | 


Mr. Thomas, of Devonfhire fquare, London, prayed. Mo- 


derator concluded by giving notice that the next Affociation | 


would be held at Hertford in Whitfun week, May, 1782. 


Services to begin at five on the Tuefday evening, fix on Wed-— 
-nefday morning, and half 10 in the forenoon. Mefirs. 


Sleap and Robinfon to preach, in cafe of failure Mr. Liddon. 

Mr. Bafkerville preached an evening leéture from Pfalm Ixviii. 
20. He, that is our God, is the God of Salvation; and unte 
God the Lord belong the iffues from death. pad 
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